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Recreation Department 


MEETING NOTICE 


The Park and Recreation Commission 
Tuesday, February 28, 2023 
7:00 PM - REMOTE MEETING via ZOOM 


AGENDA 


1) Special Event Request — Reservoir - 6/10/23 & 6/11/23 ~ Joyce Murphy 


2) Off Leash Dog Program Review 
3) Approval of Minutes — 2/14/2023 


4) Comments and Items for Future Meetings: 
a) AHS & Public Art Request Review— Proposed Meeting March 28, 2023 


5) Correspondence Received: Hills Hill (Davis, MacFarlane, Sweeney, Breslau, Forbes), Dogs (Tocci, Greenwald, Reed) 
6) New Business 


7) Public Comment 


You are invited to a Zoom meeting. 
When: Feb 28, 2023 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 


Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://town-arlington-ma-us.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcufumhpzgqG9 Qb0sSEmTORzZHHIMoceOY 0h 


After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting. 
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Recreation Department 


SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST 


*For all gatherings over 50 people and private/corporate events 


Today’s Date: feb / Xo x $ (Requests must be made I month in advance) 


Phone (C): - ~S74 


Contact Name: 

Email Address: 

Home Address: 

Purpose:__- Uo ue 

Estimated Attendance: 369 -5Q cwo/elndtdcn AG a io 

Day: SAt oc Son Date: Sine jo-\\ Setup Time: Sco AM Start Time: 20 
End Time: _i\- co An Break Down: Noo 


Area at Site hari Loo 2 Ones Wal a Bes 


Site Requested: 
Activities: 


Will food be on site? Wes.) No 
Will you be promoting this event via social media? (Yes/ No 


XX am \nopitte Brak he 4Tox\ afaund re Sev anmrAd itr | 
Category Group Rate a&\\od Walk by averd 


Special Arlington Resident/Organization $25/hr 
eee tre Seach | 
Special | Non Arlington $50/hr 
Event | Resident/ Organizations 


Additional Requirements/Fees: 


Please list all food: : J nee 


Fees: 


e Site is permitted as is. Groups are responsible for cleanup of the site including trash. If your 
event needs support from Public Works additional fees will be required and billed per hour 
(minimum 4 hrs). 

e For groups over 150 people a police detail may be required, if your group is required to get a 
police detail you must set this up with the department before you will receive a permit. 

e If you will be having prepared food at your event you must contact the Board of Health to get the 
appropriate food permit. 


UI By signing below | acknowledge and accept the rules and regulations (back) responsibilities for this permit and I agree to release, 
indemnify, and hold harmless the Town of Arlington from and against any and all claims, demands, losses, damages, defense costs, or 
liability of any kind which may arise out of, or is in any manner connected with, the above-described activity. 


Ba oe 


(Date) 


Revised 4.21.2021 


Arlington Recreation Department 
422 Summer Street 


Z 


OFF LEASH FACT SHEET FOR PARK COMMISSION REVIEW 
2010 


Town By-Law: Title VIII - Public Health and Safety Section 2. Leashing of Dogs: 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, from park opening time until 9 am, a maximum of two dogs 
pet handler may be off-leash, under effective owner control, in all lands under control of the 
Park and Recreation Commission except: 1. those lands directly contiguous to school 
properties; 2. within 15 feet of playground equipment; 3. by specific exclusion of the Park and 
Recreation Commission. 


e The Park and Recreation Commission has the authority to temporarily or 
permanently eliminate or modify the boundaries of off-leash areas or further limit 
hours for any reason. 


Rules 


¢« Hours are 6 am —9 am * Some exceptions 


¢ Know when to keep your dog on-leash: 

e Dogs ate allowed off-leash ONLY in the morning hours from 6-9am, unless the area 
is posted "No Off-leash Dogs Allowed". 

e Keep your dog leashed when entering or exiting the park. Hours are suspended when 
there are special events permitted by the Rec. Dept. in the park. 

¢ Dogs must be leashed when the DPW crews are working in the parks, so that they 
don't interfere with the work. 

¢ Be Respectful of Park Users and Neighbors: 

e Clean up after your dog! 

e Maintain sight and voice control of your dog. You must be able to see your dog at all 
times and maintain effective verbal control of your dog. You ate responsible for any 
damage or injury your dog inflicts or receives. 

e Excessive dog barking is not allowed. 

e Dogs are not allowed in the playground areas, sand boxes, court areas or abutters' 
yards. 

e Dogs must not chase or disturb wildlife or enter conservation areas ot sensitive open 
spaces, such as wetlands or planting beds. 

e Ensure Your Dog Meets the Criteria: 

e Aggressive dogs are not permitted off- leash. Dogs that show continued aggression 
towards people, other dogs or wildlife must be removed immediately and should not 
be brought to public parks. 

Only 2 dogs per handler may be off leash. 

Dogs must be 4 months old to participate. 

Dogs in heat are not allowed off-leash. 

All dogs must be licensed, vaccinated and healthy. 


a 


Parks in the Program 


Buzzell: Hours end at 8:00 am on Saturdays and Sundays (4/1 to 6/30 and 9/1-11/15) 

Cutter Park 

Hill's Hill Upper Area 

Hill's Hill Field: Hours end at 8:00 am on Saturdays and Sundays (4/1 to 6/30 and 9/1-11/15) 
Hurd/Reservoit Field 

ue, Park: Off-Leash hours end at 8:00 am on Saturdays and Sundays (4/1 to 6/30 and 
9/1-11/15 


Menotomy Rocks Park: NO DOGS ALLOWED OFF-LEASH AT ANY TIME IN THE 
WOODS 


Park Circle 

Poets Corner: Off-Leash hours end at 8:00 am on Saturdays (4/1 to 6/30 and 9/1-11/1) 
Reservoit Beach: No dogs allowed off-leash (6/1-8/31) 

Robbins Farm Park: Hours are 6:00-9:00 am, M-F (7/1 to 8/31), 6:00-7:45 am, and 8:30-9:00 am 
M-F (9/1 to 6/30) and 6:00-9:00 am Sat/Sun year-round. All areas in the park can be used for off- 
leash except the playground atea and garden area. However, if the field is in use by the School Dept. 
or other organized/permitted event, off-leash activity is allowed behind the backstop only. 

Spy Pond Park/Field: No dogs allowed in the fenced-in ball field. 

Summer Street Field: Off-Leash hours end at 8:00 am on Saturdays and Sundays (4/1 to 6/30 and 
9/1-11/15) 

Turkey Hill 


Wellington Park 


Parks NOT in the Program 


e Magnolia Park/Playground: No dogs off-leash, please use the fenced Thorndike Off-Leash 
OLRA ONLY (6:00 am - 9:00 pm) 


e Thorndike Field: No dogs off-leash in the field, please use the fenced Thorndike Off-Leash 
OLRA ONLY (6:00 am - 9:00 pm) 


e All Park and Rec Lands Contiguous to School Properties - Bishop Field, Crosby 
School, Crusher Lot (Ottoson), Florence Park (Dallin), Gibb's School, Lussiano Field 
(Thompson), Paramenter School, Peirce School Park, Stratton School, Brackett School, 
Hardy School, Ottoson Playing Fields, Arlington High School Fields 


e All town playgrounds- Buzzel, Cutter, Hibbert, Locke, Magnolia, McClennen 
Playground & Skateboard Park, Menotomy Rocks, Mt. Gilboa, Parallel, Poet's Corner, 
Robbins Farm, Spy Pond, Summer Street, Waldo, Wellington 


e Properties excluded by the Park & Rec Commission- Buck Field, McClennen Baseball 
Field, Scannell Field, Hibbert Street Park, Waldo Park, Resevoir Beach from June-August, 
Parallel Park, Thorndike Field & Magnolia Park 


e Conservation lands and community gardens- Cooke's Hollow Park, Magnolia 
Community Garden, Meadowbrook Park, Mt. Gilboa, Robbins Farm Park Garden, 
Window on the Mystic 


e Other town properties- Minuteman Bikepath, Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, Robbins Library 
Grounds, Town Hall Gardens, Uncle Sam Patk, Whittemore Park, DCR Alewife Brook 
Parkway and Whittemore-Robbins House Grounds. 


REQUESTS/ISSUES 


« Enforcement of current guidelines, lack of ticketing 
e Use past 9 am or allowed times 
e Use of areas not in the program — Youth Ball Fields, Woods at Menotomy, 
Thorndike, Magnolia, School Grounds 
e Lack of awareness (Signage Update) 
¢ Request for expansion into Menotomy Rocks Park Woods 
e Request to add Parallel Park to the program 


POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 


¢ Ticket and Enforcement 
e =©Self-Policing 
e Signage — Large Temp Lawn Signs with Each Parks Rules 


Off Leash Hours 6:00-9:00 am 


Off-Leash Hours are allowed only in the 
following parks and are from 6:00 am — 9:00 am every day 
unless otherwise noted below. 

Buzzell: Hours end at 8:00 am on Saturdays and Sundays (4/1 to 

6/30 and 9/1-11/15) 


Cutter Park 
Hill's Hill Upper Area 


Hill's Hill Field: Hours end at 8:00 am on Saturdays and 
Sundays (4/1 to 6/30 and 9/1-11/15) 


Hurd/Reservoir Field 


Magnolia Park/Playground: No dogs off-leash, please use the 
fenced Thorndike Off-Leash OLRA ONLY (6:00 am - 9:00 pm) 


McClennen Park: Off-Leash hours end at 8:00 am on Saturdays 
and Sundays (4/1 to 6/30 and 9/1-11/15) 


Menotomy Rocks Park: NO DOGS ALLOWED OFF- 
LEASH AT ANY TIME IN THE WOODS 


Park Circle 


Poets Corner: Off-Leash hours end at 8:00 am on Saturdays 
(4/1 to 6/30 and 9/1-11/1) 


Reservoir Beach: No dogs allowed off-leash (6/1-8/31) 


Robbins Farm Park: Hours are 6:00-9:00 am, M-F (7/1 to 
8/31), 6:00-7:45 am, and 8:30-9:00 am M-F (9/1 to 6/30) and 
6:00-9:00 am Sat/Sun year-round. All areas in the park can be 
used for off-leash except the playground area and garden area. 
However, if the field is in use by the School Dept. or other 
organized/permitted event, off-leash activity is allowed behind 
the backstop only. 


Spy Pond Park/Field: No dogs allowed in the fenced-in ball 
field. 


Summer Street Field: Off-Leash hours end at 8:00 am on 
Saturdays and Sundays (4/1 to 6/30 and 9/1-11/15) 


Thorndike Field: No dogs off-leash in the field, please use the 
fenced Thorndike Off-Leash OLRA ONLY (6:00 am - 9:00 pm) 


Turkey Hill g® 


Wellineton Park 


Park & Recreation Rules 


e Know when to keep your dog on-leash: 

e Dogs are allowed off-leash ONLY in 
the morning hours from 6-9am, unless 
the area is posted "No Off-leash Dogs 
Allowed". 

e Keep your dog leashed when entering 
or exiting the park. Hours are 
suspended when there are special events 
permitted by the Rec. Dept. in the park. 

e Dogs must be leashed when the DPW 
crews are working in the parks, so that 
they don't interfere with the work. 

e¢ Be Respectful of Park Users and Neighbors: 

e =©Clean up after your dog! 

e Maintain sight and voice control of your 
dog. You must be able to see your dog 
at all times and maintain effective verbal 
control of your dog. You ate 
responsible for any damage or injury 
your dog inflicts or receives. 

e Excessive dog barking is not allowed. 

e Dogs are not allowed in the playground 
areas, sand boxes, court ateas or 
abutters’ yards. 

e Dogs must not chase or disturb wildlife 
or enter conservation areas or sensitive 
open spaces, such as wetlands or 
planting beds. 

e Ensure Your Dog Meets the Criteria: 

e Aggressive dogs are not permitted off- 
leash. Dogs that show continued 
aggression towards people, other dogs 
or wildlife must be removed 
immediately and should not be brought 


to public parks. 

e Only 2 dogs per handler may be off 
leash. 

¢ Dogs must be 4 months old to 
participate. 


¢ Dogs in heat are not allowed off-leash. 
e All dogs must be licensed, vaccinated 
and healthy. 


Areas WITHOUT Off Leash Hour 


All Park and Rec Lands Contiguous to 
School Properties - Bishop Field, Crosby 
School, Crusher Lot (Ottoson), Florence Park 
(Dallin), Gibb's School, Lussiano Field 
(Thompson), Paramenter School, Peirce 
School Park, Stratton School, Brackett School, 
Hardy School, Ottoson Playing Fields, 
Arlington High School Fields 


All town playgrounds- Buzzel, Cutter, 
Hibbert, Locke, Magnolia, McClennen 
Playground & Skateboard Park, Menotomy 
Rocks, Mt. Gilboa, Parallel, Poet's Corner, 
Robbins Farm, Spy Pond, Summer Street, 
Waldo, Wellington 


Properties excluded by the Park & Rec 
Commission- Buck Field, McClennen Baseball 
Field, Scannell Field, Hibbert Street Park, 
Waldo Park, Resevoir Beach from June-August, 
Parallel Park, Thorndike Field & Magnolia Park 


Conservation lands and community 
gardens- Cooke's Hollow Park, Magnolia 
Community Garden, Meadowbrook Park, Mt. 
Gilboa, Robbins Farm Park Garden, Window 
on the Mystic 


Other town propetties- Minuteman Bikepath, 
Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, Robbins Library 
Grounds, Town Hall Gardens, Uncle Sam Park 
Whittemore Park, DCR Alewife Brook 
Parkway and Whittemore-Robbins House 
Grounds. 


> 


The Park and Recreation Commission has 
the authority to temporarily or permanently 
eliminate or modify the boundaries of off- 
leash areas or further limit hours for any 
reason. 


Prohibited on School Grounds 


The Town of Arlington is receiving increased 
complaints of dogs being off-leash outside of allowable 
hours and dogs on school department property. Off- 
leash hours are between 6-9 a.m. at designated areas 
only. 


Please be advised that any resident with a dog that is 
off leash in an unapproved location and/or time can 
be cited. Citations are also given for failing to clean 
up after your dog. For failing to do so, there is a $75 
fine for the first offense with increased fines for 
subsequent offenses. 


Arlington Public Schools DO NOT allow dogs, 
leashed or unleashed, on school property, including 
playgrounds at any time. Per the Arlington Public 
School parent handbook: Pets-Parents and children 
are reminded that pets are not allowed on school 
property. This 1s both a safety issue and a health 
concern. Please do not walk dogs or other animals on 
the school grounds. This also applies to families 
when dropping off and picking up their children. 


Thank you in advance for your compliance as we 
all work together for the health and safety of our 
residents and students. 


Questions relative to ADA regulations: 
https://www.ada.gov/service_ animals 2010.htm 
~\ 

Town By-Law: Title VIII - Public Health and 
Safety Section 2. Leashing of Dogs: 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, from park opening 
time until 9 am, a maximum of two dogs per handler 
may be off-leash, under effective owner control, in all 
lands under control of the Park and Recreation 
Commission except: 1. those lands directly contiguous 
to school properties; 2. within 15 feet of playground 
equipment; 3. by specific exclusion of the Park and 
Recreation Commission. 


Off Leash Laws & Violation-Fines 


Offenses and Fines: 


Off Leash: 

1st offense: $75 

2nd offense: $100 

3rd offense: $150 

4th and subsequent offenses: $200 


Failure to Pick Up 
Feces/Disposal: 

1st offense: $75 

2nd offense: $100 

3rd and subsequent offenses: $150 


Failure to License: 
Failure to license: $25 
Failure to display dog license: $50 


To Report a violation, contact: 
Arlington Police/Animal Control Officer at 
781-643-1212 
Or 
To file a complaint about an off-leash dog area: 
email Joe Connelly, Director of Recreation at 
jconnelly@town.arlington.ma.us 


The Animal Control Officer enforces town by-laws 
as well as animal control laws under Massachusetts 
M.G.L. Chapter 140, Section 136A - 174E. 
For more information on Arlington town bylaws, 
visit https://www.arlingtonma.gov/town- 
governance/laws-and-regulations/town-bylaws 


For information about animal control laws in 
Massachusetts, visit https://malegislature.gov/Laws/ 
General Laws/Part I/Title XX/Chapter140 


Off Leash Dog 
Regulations 


Town of 
Arlington 


Park Commission 
Recreation Dept. 
School Dept. 
Police Dept. 
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From: Joseph Davis <joseph_davis@live.com> 

To: "jconnelly@town.arlington.ma.us" <jconnelly@town.arlington.ma.us> 
Date: 02/12/2023 10:23 AM 

Subject: Dirt pump track in the woods is a bad idea 


CAUTION: This email 

originated from outside of the Town of Arlington's email system. Do not click 
links or open attachments unless you recognize the REAL sender (whose email 
address in the From: line in "< >" brackets) and you know the content is safe. 


CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution 
when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 


Hi - 


- a dirt pump track in the woods would need a dedicated, local and reliable 
volunteer group or other paid team of experienced individuals for upkeep and 
maintenance. NEMBA has enough to do in the Fells, Landlocked Forest and Greenway 
already. 


- a pump track / flow zone in the woods could easily be vandalized by punks or 
altered by those who wanted it more aggressive. 


- a pump track should be built in town on an already open space like McClennen. An 
asphalt like surface or other engineered material should be strongly considered 
over dirt. 


- Check out Russell Mill dirt pump track to see one that’s in the woods and how 
fast it will deteriorate from erosion and unauthorized alterations. And that trail 
system is under the care of NEMBA. And it still doesn’t work. 


- there’s a nice open space pump track in Allston already. 


- a pump track serves a single trail user and a narrow type of bicycling. It’s 
hardly “mountain biking” in fact a bmx bike is easier to learn on one. 


- The meadow is way too small an area. 
- the Trails in Hills Hill are fine and should be rebuilt using modern techniques 
to mitigate erosion and environmental impact. This would cost a fraction. And 


could be used legally by hikers and by bikers. 


- pump tracks are a fad and it won’t be used that much after a while. And will end 
up a pile of dirt. 


- $400K for a pump track is incredibly expensive. Interested to know what happens 
if CPA doesn’t award project funding. Notice it’s already termed “Capital” in 


https://webmail.town.arlington.ma.us/WorldClient.dll?Session=SKANK35D20M18&View=Message&Print=Yes&Number=467 13&FolderlD=0 


2/12/23, 3:03 PM https://webmail.town.arlington.ma.us/WorldClient.dll?Session=SKANK35D20M18&View=Message&Print=Yes&Number=467 138F... 


places. Seems like it’s going to happen regardless. I’m not interesting in paying 
$400K especially for one in the woods and without maintenance. 


Joe Davis 
12 Chatham Street 


https://webmail.town.arlington.ma.us/WorldClient.dll?Session=SKANK35D20M18&View=Message&Print=Yes&Number=467 13&FolderID=0 2/2 


2/14/23, 11:45 AM https://webmail.town.arlington.ma.us/WorldClient.dll? Session=EOGJXFY4MO0W55&View=Message&Print=Yes&Number=468248... 


From: Melanie MacFarlane <mamacfarlane@gmail.com> 

To: jfeeney@town.arlington.ma.us, jwayman@town.arlington.ma.us 
Ce: Joe Connelly <jconnelly@town.arlington.ma.us> 

Date: 02/14/2023 11:41 AM 

Subject: Support for Hill's HIII 


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Town of Arlington's email 
system. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the REAL 


sender (whose email address in the From: line in "< >" brackets) and you know 
the content is safe. 


CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution 
when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 


Dear Members of the Community Preservation Act Committee, 
I'm writing in support of the proposed bike trails at Hill's Hill. 


As an Arlington parent, I'm grateful for our parks and I support fully optimizing 
them for recreation in general, in particular providing space for mountain biking, 
something Arlington doesn't have and needs. We have so many playgrounds and ample 
space for younger children and team sports, but very little dedicated park space 
for teenagers outside of team sports, which not everyone can do. 


I applaud the kids who have taken the initiative to clean up Crusher Lot and 
HI11's Hill and exercised a valuable civic right to propose innovative and 
responsible use of their town's land for recreational activities. Mountain biking 
interest is growing nationally and Arlington should great this growing interest 
with a dedicated space that encourages people to exercise more year round. 
Mountain biking trails bring kids and families together outside in nature, teaches 
respect for nature, promotes the use of the town's parks by more people, and is 
good for our local bike and sporting goods store businesses. 


Giving our teens a space for alternative recreating like mountain biking promotes 
activity and gives them a sense of ownership and agency of the space (far better 
than passively loitering). Not every kid plays team sports or can afford sports 
fees; adding trails and allowing mountain biking encourages inclusivity and access 
to sports that not everyone has. A used bike is much more affordable than sports 
that come with fees. 


Neighboring towns have Whipple Hill (Lexington), Beaver Brook (Belmont/Waltham), 
and the Fells (Winchester/Woburn), where mountain biking is enjoyed simultaneously 
with other activities. I walk my dog, hike, and snow shoe in all of these parks 
and regularly cross paths with mountain bikers without incident. There is room for 
everyone, and we need only look at our current town parks to see how well our land 
is used for multiple activities and how people are capable of sharing space. 


lO 


https://webmail.town.arlington.ma.us/WorldClient.dll?Session=EOGJXFY4MO0W55&View=Message&Print=Yes&Number=46824&FolderlD=0 1/2 


2/14/23, 11:45 AM https:/Avebmail.town.arlington.ma.us/WorldClient.dll? Session=EOGJXFY4M0W558&View=Message&Print=Yes&Number=46824&... 


I'm deeply disturbed by the propaganda of opponents who claim that mountain biking 
threatens nature, specifically the owls. "Save the owls” is conflating the actual 
issue of rat poison killing the Great Horned Owl family in Menotomy Rocks park. 
This rhetoric is offensive and promotes misinformation; riding bikes in a park 
during the day poses absolutely no threat to nocturnal birds, or any other birds, 
because bikes are not in the path of birds. I hope the Community Preservation 
Committee doesn't fall prey to a desperate and disingenuous scare tactic. 


Our kids want to be outside and have a small dedicated space on town property for 
mountain biking. This is a good investment in our kids and our town land, and I 
hope the Committee will embrace this opportunity. 


Sincerely, 

Melanie MacFarlane 
144 Scituate Street 
Arlington, MA 


https://webmail.town.arlington.ma.us/WorldClient.dll?Session=EOGJXFY4M0W55&View=Message&Print=Yes&Number=46824&FolderiD=0 
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From: Caitlin Sweeney <caitlin.sweeney@gmail.com> 

To: jfeeney@town.arlington.ma.us, jwayman@towm.arlington.ma.us 
Cc: jconnelly@town.arlington.ma.us 

Date: 02/14/2023 12:04 PM 

Subject: Hill's Hill park 


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Town of Arlington's email 
system. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the REAL 


sender (whose email address in the From: line in "< >" brackets) and you know 
the content is safe. 


CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution 
when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 


Dear Members of the Community Preservation Act Committee, 
I am writing in support of the proposed mountain bike trails at Hills Hill. 


Why am I in support? Because I'm a parent to three kids who love being outside. As 
a family, we bike together. It's a way to keep our family close, to explore 
nature, get exercise and have fun, and we've searched for ways to do that in our 
town. The proposed site is ideal as it's on the campus of the Recreation Center 
and adjacent to the bike path. 


But my support goes far beyond that because biking is one of the few recreational 

activities my oldest son can participate in. He has paralysis in his left leg. His 
disability has made all the typical sports many kids in our community participate 

in like soccer, basketball, hockey, utterly impossible for him. Weekends when his 

classmates and their families gather at a field or in a gym for a soccer or hockey 
game, he has always been excluded. 


But when he found biking - a sport where he could rely on his strong right leg to 
propel the bike forward, his world changed. Finally he was able to be just "one of 
the kids." He could meet up with his friends, burn off some energy, and have a 
normal, ordinary experience perhaps many of us take for granted. 


I've heard the argument that bike trails at Hills Hill are inappropriate because 
all of Arlington's open land should be preserved. Thankfully, we are so fortunate 
to have conservation land close to Hills Hill including Mount Gilboa and 

Turkey Hill. In addition, Arlington has walking trails in Menotomy Rocks Park, the 
Crusher Lot, The Great Meadow, Spy Pond, Robbins Farm and many more. However, what 
we are missing is a place for kids to recreate outside of organized sports. As 
Arlington strives to be more inclusive, we cannot ignore our youngest residents 
who may not have the ability or inclination to join a town team. They too should 
have public spaces for exercise. 


Finally, we have all been impacted by COVID, but it's especially taken a toll on 
our youth. Before the pandemic, nearly half (49.5%) of all kids under 18 reported 


https:/Awebmail.town.arlington.ma.us/WorldClient.dll?Session=EOGJXFY4MO0W55& View=Message&Print=Yes&Number=46832&FolderID=0 4/2 
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feeling anxious, depressed and/or stressed. According to the National Institute of 
Health, COVID has significantly increased those numbers. Arlington is not immune. 


And yet, there are studies that point to the incredible benefits recreation has in 
lowering fear, stress and anxiety among young people. As a parent, I've seen 
firsthand how my kids" moods are lifted when they've spent time outside biking 
with friends, and how they form relationships, learn resilience and build 
confidence. 


It is ironic that little attention was paid to the Crusher Lot or Hills Hill until 
the proposal came forward. No one was clamoring to preserve or even clean up those 
lands until the kids wanted to ride their bikes there. The kids were the ones with 
trash bags, picking up broken glass and empty beer cans. As a result, they have 
learned to be good stewards of the land and to respect the environment because it 
is nature that provides a playground for them. We often hear complaints that kids 
should get off of screens yet when they come forward to ask for space to do just 
that, there are some who say no. 


The proposed bike park dovetails with Arlington's recent efforts to make the 
Town's open spaces universally accessible. When my son was little, he used a 
medical walker. At the time, all of Arlington's parks either had sand or bark 
mulch which prevented him from accessing the play structures on his own with his 
walker. A visit to a playground always ended in frustration and tears. The 
movement to make our recreational spaces more inclusive shouldn't be restricted to 
our structured playgrounds. 


We have an incredible opportunity to answer a very clear need in our community by 
providing a public space for our kids to recreate, where all kids regardless of 
age or ability can participate. 


Sincerely, 
Caitlin Sweeney 


28 Grandview Rd 
Arlington, MA @2476 


Caitlin Sweeney 
Principal, C Sweeney Design 
www. cSweeneydesign.com 
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From: Heather Breslau <heather.breslau@gmail.com> 

To: jfeeney@town.arlington.ma.us, jwayman@town.arlington.ma.us 
Cc: Joe Connelly <jconnelly@town.arlington.ma.us> 

Date: 02/14/2023 01:29 PM 

Subject: Support for Hill's Hill mountain bike trails 


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Town of Arlington's email 
system. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the REAL 


sender (whose email address in the From: line in "< >" brackets) and you know 
the content is safe. 


CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution 
when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 


Dear Members of the Community Preservation Act Committee, 
I am writing in support of the proposed mountain bike trails at Hill's Hill. 


My husband and I are raising our 3 children in Arlington. All are active in numerous sports leagues 
and activities across town and we take advantage of Arlington's outdoor spaces, We enjoy biking as a 
family to spend time together and explore nature. We appreciate that cycling is a lifelong activity 
and crosses generations and abilities. And that it doesn't require organized "teams" and "coaches" to 
bring kids together in ways that help them form relationships, learn resilience, and build 
confidence. The proposed site is ideal as it's on the campus of the Recreation Center and adjacent to 
the bike path that many families and children can access easily. 


It is ironic that little attention was paid to the Crusher Lot or Hill's Hill until the proposal came 
forward. No one was clamoring to preserve or even clean up those lands until the kids wanted to ride 
their bikes there. The kids were the ones with trash bags, picking up broken glass and empty beer 
cans. As a result, they have learned to be good stewards of the land and to respect the environment 
because it is nature that provides a playground for them. We often hear complaints that kids should 
get off of screens yet when they come forward to ask for space to do just that, there are some who 
say no. 


The proposed bike park dovetails with Arlington's recent efforts to make the Town's open spaces 
universally accessible. We've made great improvements with the playgrounds in recent years. The 
movement to make our recreational spaces more inclusive shouldn't be restricted to our structured 
playgrounds. 


We have an incredible opportunity to answer a need in our community by providing a public space for 
our kids to recreate, where all kids regardless of age or ability can participate. 


Thank you for your consideration, 
Heather Breslau 

28 Hodge Rd 

Arlington, MA @2474 


Heather M. Breslau 
Cell: 617-596-1361 


1 
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From: Danuta Forbes <danutafl7@gmail.com> 


jfeeney@town.arlington.ma.us, jwayman@town.arlington.ma.us, Clarissa Rowe <Clarissa.rowe@comcast.net>, 
Sue Doctrow <srdoctrow@gmail.com>, "David F. Swanson" <dswanson922@gmail.com> 


Cc: Joe Connelly <jconnelly@town.arlington.ma.us> 
Date: 02/15/2023 06:56 PM 
Subject: Mountain bike trails at Hills Hill 


To: 


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Town of Arlington's email 
system. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the REAL 


sender (whose email address in the From: line in "< >" brackets) and you know 
the content is safe. 


CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution 
when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 


Dear Community Preservation Committee, 


I am writing again to emphasize my support for the mountain bike trail proposal 
for Hills Hill. I was a vocal advocate of bringing the CPA to Arlington, and this 
project is the kind of thing that I used to convince many neighbors and friends to 
support voting for the CPA. As a former town meeting member, I was always 
impressed with the CPA committees' careful and thorough description of projects 
and proposals, and I have confidence that under the stewardship of the CPA 
committee, they will find a way to support this project and make the community 
happy with the results. 


I have heard the concerns that the project would take down trees, destroy the 
natural environment and deter wildlife. I will personally start a Go Fund Me 
project to buy more trees to replace any that will be removed for the trails, and 
gather a number of youth and community members to help plant those trees. Hills 
Hill has long been neglected, and these trails will not only contribute to making 
Arlington a desirable destination for exercising enthusiasts, but also increase 
our kids' exposure to and respect of the environment and teach them to be good 
land stewards. As for the owls and other wildlife, you only have to look at 
Whipple Hill and Menotomy Rocks Park (among others) to see that bikers, walkers, 
birds, deer and owls can live harmoniously. 


More importantly, the pandemic, increased time on screens and academic stress, and 
an uber-competitive sports environment in town has not helped the mental health of 
many kids I know, and has contributed to a feeling of not belonging among many 
preteens and teens (over 60% of AHS kids last year felt like they didn't belong). 
Having another outlet for physical exercise and enjoying the outdoors will benefit 
us all, not just the teens that desperately need to get off screens and be 
outdoors, but provide a unique and interesting recreational outlet to add to all 
the wonderful things we love about living in Arlington. Let's not let the loud 
voices of a few drown out a part of the community that would benefit from these 
trails, and make us proud to live in Arlington. iS 
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In addition, I think it's wonderful that the Rec Dept plans to offer mountain bike 
classes and have bikes available for use for kids who don't have a bike of their 
own. I wish my family were into biking, they are not, but perhaps if there were a 
beautiful space dedicated to biking trails, I might just be able to get them out 
there sometime. 


Please consider all those voices that you haven't heard from, including mine, and 
share this with the CPA committee. 


Thank you for your time, 
Danuta Forbes 


4 Iroquois Road 
Former TMM, Precinct 10 


IG 
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From:  cmct99@aol.com 

To: "jconnelly@town.arlington.ma.us" <jconnelly@town.arlington.ma.us> 
Date: 02/16/2023 11:56 AM 

Subject: Menotomy Rocks Park 


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Town of Arlington's email 
system. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the REAL 


sender (whose email address in the From: line in "< >" brackets) and you know 
the content is safe. 


CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution 
when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 


Dear Joe, 
| hope all is well with you. 


| am writing to express my concerns regarding the off-leash violations at Menotomy Rocks Park. 
Menotomy Rocks Park is a great asset to the town, | walk the park almost daily and find that each time 
| visit the park there are always dogs off leash. The number of off leash dogs seems to be increasing. | 
now take my grandchildren to the park in a stroller and the off leash dogs are a problem, coming up to 
the stroller while their owners try to reassure me their dogs won't bother me or the children. When | 
respectfully asked the owners to leash the dogs the reaction | receive is mixed, however the dogs 
remain off leash. | only visit the park during off leash times. 


| would ask for you to consider fines or strict enforcement of the off leash hours. 


Thank you for all you do to keep the parks in Arlington safe. 


Sincerely, 


Christine Cronin-Tocci 
76 Gray Street 
Arlington, MA 02476 


339 927 0167 
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From: Mary Greenwald <megreenwald@verizon.net> 


"jconnelly@town.arlington.ma.us" <jconnelly@town.arlington.ma.us>, "dheim@town.arlington.ma.us" 
<dheim@town.arlington.ma.us> 


Date: 02/07/2023 11:10 AM 
Subject: Re: Leash Law Enforcement / Menotomy Rocks Park 


To: 


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Town of Arlington's email 
system. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the REAL 


sender (whose email address in the From: line in "< >" brackets) and you know 
the content is safe. 


CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution 
when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 


Dear Mr. Connelly and Mr. Heim, 


I'm following up on my email of over a month ago about the issue of off-leash dogs in Arlington's parks. I 
encountered six off-leash dogs during my short walk through Menotomy Rocks Park yesterday afternoon. One 
charged at my service dog and knocked me down. The danger of off-leash dogs is of great concern to many 
residents. I am sharing below sample comments from Facebook to give you a sense of the widespread frustration 
over the Town's lack of enforcement of the leash law. I see conversations like this all the time. 


¢ Do we have a new Animal Control officer? I was taking with a friend of mine that lives here in Arlington. 
She was chased by a dog that was unleashed in her neighborhood. When she reported to the police 
dept., they said they dont do anything about it. 


¢ You'd think that it would occur to someone in town government that this is an increasing liability risk to 
the town. You’d also hope there were more concern for safety and well-being of kids, dogs and owners 
who follow the rules, and for elderly and disabled residents. 


It’s really ridiculous, and we pay to license our dogs - for what service exactly? So Town Hall can collect 
a fee and paperwork and issue a tag? 


¢ We pay taxes for these services and as mentioned the dogs are licensed. Can we bring this issue to the 
Town manager? 


¢ This particular issue has been steadily worsening over the past year especially and it’s such a huge safety 
concern. We were similarly on our own when we reported a daily gathering of off leash dogs with no 
recall in a spot that has no off-leash hours despite the fact that one of the dogs had charged at us from 100 
yards away, slammed into me and knocked me over at full speed, and put teeth on our dog. No problem 
there requiring any follow up, etc. in the absence of an active ACO.... It was really upsetting and even 
more upsetting that no one still employed by the town feels there is a problem to address. 


¢ Exactly... and the town officials don't do a damn thing ... it's a big secret what happened to the Last ACO, 
(loved Diane), going so far as to reassign ACO to the dept of health instead of the Police Dept 
... Shameful. 


In my earlier email, I asked for information about what the Town is doing to address this serious problem. I 
await your response. 


Regards, | 6 


https://webmail.town.arlington.ma.us/WorldClient.dil?Session=PD3XB89YA6CX3&View=Message&Print=Yes&Number=46520&FolderID=0 1/2 


2/7/23, 12:10 PM hitps://webmail.town.arlington.ma.us/WorldClient.dll?Session=PD3XB89YA6CX3&View=Message&Print=Yes&Number=465208F ... 


Mary Greenwald, JD 
90 Gray Street. Arlington, MA 02476 
megreenwald@verizon.net 


From: Mary Greenwald <megreenwald@verizon.net> 

To: jconnelly@town.arlington.ma.us <jconnelly@town.arlington.ma.us>; dheim@town.arlington.ma.us 
<dheim@town.arlington.ma.us> 

Sent: Mon, Jan 2, 2023 8:00 am 

Subject: Leash Law Enforcement / Menotomy Rocks Park 


Dear Mr. Connelly and Mr. Heim: 


I’m writing to register a complaint about the lack of enforcement of the statewide leash law at Menotomy Rocks 
Park (MRP). As Town officials are aware, disregard of the leash law is an endemic problem at MRP; it's known 
as the “wild west” of Arlington parks for this reason. 


Nearly every time I visit MRP, my neighborhood park, I see dogs roaming free outside of designated off-leash 
hours. As someone who relies on a service dog to balance and walk, unleashed dogs pose a real danger. I am 
constantly put in the position of having to ask owners to keep their unleashed dogs away, which they often 
cannot do because the dog is beyond reach or ignores voice commands. When an untethered dog comes running 
up and jumps on/bumps into me or my service dog, it causes me to fall and risk serious injury 


In my experience, these owners are aware of the leash law but choose to disregard it. They justify this on the 
grounds that their dog is friendly/old/well-behaved or otherwise entitled to an exception to legal requirements. 
They fail to appreciate that, for others, an unleashed dog presents a legitimate threat. Moreover, because the 
leash law is rarely enforced, they are confident they can violate it with impunity. 


It is the Town’s responsibility to rectify this situation by actively enforcing the leash law at MRP. This calls for 
regularly patrolling the park and consistently issuing citations for violations. Community safety demands it. 
Many people have reported being physically injured and/or emotionally distressed by encounters with unleashed 
dogs at MRP; others avoid the park all together due to its reputation as an unsafe place. Failure to enforce leash 
law compliance will likely lead to further injuries and, potentially, financial liability for the Town. 


Thank you for your attention to this issue and please keep me apprised of the steps the Town plans to take to 
address it. 


Best wishes, 
Mary Greenwald, J.D. 


90 Gray Street, Arlington, MA 02476 
megreenwald@verizon.net 
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From: Mary Greenwald <megreenwald@verizon.net> 

To: "JConnelly@town.arlington.ma.us" <JConnelly@town.arlington.ma.us> 
Date: 02/13/2023 10:33 AM 

Subject: Follow Up Questions / Off-Leash Dogs at Menotomy Rocks Park 


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Town of Arlington's email 
system. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the REAL 


sender (whose email address in the From: line in "< >" brackets) and you know 
the content is safe. 


CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution 
when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 


Hi Joe, 


Thanks again for sharing my comments with Arlington Police and Human Services. | haven't heard back from either 
department and am happy to follow up directly. Would you kindly send contact information for the individuals you 
forwarded my email to? 


Also, | noticed that off-leash dogs in Arlington parks are supervised by the Parks and Recreation Commission. Do you 
know if the Commission plans to make this issue an agenda item at an upcoming meeting? If so, is the public invited to 
attend? 


| wholeheartedly support off-leash hours at MRP. | love dogs and think it's great that they have three hours every morning 
to run free, play and socialize. If people prefer not to be around unleashed dogs for whatever reason, they can plan to 
avoid the park in the early morning. My concern only pertains to dogs roaming free during non-off-leash hours (after 9 am) 
and in non-off-leash places (the woods) -- which has become the norm at MRP. | often set out for a walk in the middle of 
the day, see a bunch of off-leash dogs running around the main field, and have to turn around and go home. 


Thanks for your attention to this issue. 
Best wishes, 
Mary 


-----Original Message----- 

From: Joe Connelly <JConnelly@town.arlington.ma.us> 

To: Mary Greenwald <megreenwald@verizon.net>; dheim@town.arlington.ma.us 
Sent: Tue, Feb 7, 2023 12:11 pm 

Subject: Re: Leash Law Enforcement / Menotomy Rocks Park 


Thanks Mary! I am forwarding your comments to both Arlington Police and Human Services Department. 


Joseph Connelly, M. Ed. 

Director of Recreation 

Town of Arlington 

Arlington values equity, diversity, and inclusion. We are committed to building a community where 
everyone is heard, respected, and protected. 


aC 
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From: Ellen Reed <eltreed@gmail.com> 

To: Connelly Joe <JConnelly@town.arlington.ma.us> 
Date: 02/08/2023 05:35 PM 

Subject: Off leash dog signage at MRP 


CAUTION: This email 

originated from outside of the Town of Arlington's email system. Do not click 
links or open attachments unless you recognize the REAL sender (whose email 
address in the From: line in "< >" brackets) and you know the content is safe. 


CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution 
when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 


Hi Joe 
I hope all is well in your world. 


FYI- The signs MRP stating times and rules for off leash dogs are faded and 
illegible. This coupled with the fact we no longer have an animal control officer 
has emboldened a lot of people. Crowds of off leash dogs last until 10 am or 
later. Starting at 4 pm, one can not walk their on leash dogs in the park at all. 
And come March, it gets even crazier. I’m hoping this will not fall on deaf ears- 
it’s not a fun topic. But something needs to happen or someone will get hurt. 


Thanks for reading. 
Ellen Reed 
2@ Woodland Street 


Sent from my iPhone 
Please excuse auto correct- it knows not what it says 


ol) 
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